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In Their Words - Ten Outstanding Student Essays
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Thank You

College Summit is especially grateful to our distinguished volunteer panel of
judges who carefully and thoughtfully read all of the finalist essays and evaluated
their comparative strengths. Selecting the ten most outstanding essays in over a
decade of programming was no easy task, and we greatly appreciate their

attention to detail, thoroughness, and commitment to College Summit.

As we coach our students to do in composing their personal essays, these judges

truly exemplify the College Summit credo of “showing” and not just “telling.”

Their passion for our students and their stories is appreciated.

Gratefully,

College Summit

Panel of Judges:
Randy Cohen

Columnist, The New York Times

Debra Dickerson
Author
College Summit National Advisory Board

Kevin Martinez
Director, Community Affairs; The Home Depot

Diana Roesch

Journalist

Homnorable Mentions

Of the more than 5,000 student essays in the College Summit database, staff and
panelists selected twenty outstanding essays that typify the desired end product
of our writing curriculum, and that compellingly paint a whole picture of a young
person; someone that is indeed "better than his numbers." In addition to the ten

essays in this book, the following also received consideration:

Magdalene Kellywood Kim Ngo
University of Southern Colorado Southern Methodist University
Workshop, 2001 Workshop, 2002

Nickalus Sanders
Connecticut College Workshop, 1995

Adam Price
West Virginia State University
Workshop, 2004

Jenna Padilla
Jonathon McWilliams Northwestern University Workshop, 2001
Metropolitan State College of Denver

Workshop, 2004 Brion Callister

Connecticut College Workshop, 1995
Rosa Ayala

California Lutheran Workshop, 2004 K oyan ] ackson

American University Workshop, 2004
Charlie Nesselrotte

Regis University Workshop, 2001 Sean Johnson

University of Illinois at Springfield
Ashley Hicks Workshop, 2005

Concord University Workshop, 2004

Jason Barnes
Kisha Stewart Trinity Workshop, 2002

Connecticut College Workshop, 1995
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"I am part and particle of
everything I have lived."

~Malcom X
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