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Family AdvocacyFamily Advocacy

One school adult taking responsibility to One school adult taking responsibility to 
help a manageable number of students help a manageable number of students 
succeed in school and to engage their succeed in school and to engage their 
families in working towards the same families in working towards the same 
goal.goal.
Building strong and lasting relationshipsBuilding strong and lasting relationships
EVERY student is known and cared about EVERY student is known and cared about 
by someone in the schoolby someone in the school



GOALS of STARGOALS of STAR

To build positive relationship between To build positive relationship between 
each student and his/her advocate, each student and his/her advocate, 
family and students in the advocacy family and students in the advocacy 
groupgroup
To build collaborative relationships To build collaborative relationships 
among school staff who share among school staff who share 
responsibility for student successresponsibility for student success
To support a collegeTo support a college--going culturegoing culture



Family AdvocateFamily Advocate’’s s 
ResponsibilitiesResponsibilities

Meet with your STAR group four times a week for Meet with your STAR group four times a week for 
25 minute classes: 225 minute classes: 2--3 days to be spent on College 3 days to be spent on College 
Summit CurriculumSummit Curriculum
Contact the families of your STAR students at least Contact the families of your STAR students at least 
once a monthonce a month
Hold at least two family conferences during the Hold at least two family conferences during the 
school yearschool year
Meet regularly with your SLC colleagues to share Meet regularly with your SLC colleagues to share 
information and monitor studentsinformation and monitor students’’ academic and academic and 
behavioral progressbehavioral progress
Act as an advocate for your students within the Act as an advocate for your students within the 
schoolschool
Refer your students/families to the support services Refer your students/families to the support services 
they need in school or the communitythey need in school or the community



STAR the CLASSSTAR the CLASS

OneOne--toto--One conferences with studentsOne conferences with students
Activities and meetings as a groupActivities and meetings as a group
College Summit, character building, College Summit, character building, 
citizenship, or other curricula required citizenship, or other curricula required 
by the school district or selected by by the school district or selected by 
the school and/or SLCthe school and/or SLC
Community forums, town meetings, Community forums, town meetings, 
assemblies, and special eventsassemblies, and special events



Working with FamiliesWorking with Families

IntroductionsIntroductions
–– LettersLetters
–– Phone CallsPhone Calls
–– EmailsEmails
–– Grade level meetings/workshopsGrade level meetings/workshops
–– Monthly ContactMonthly Contact
–– StudentStudent--led Conferencesled Conferences
–– Making ReferralsMaking Referrals



Effective STAR Effective STAR 
ClassroomsClassrooms

Make learning activities your ownMake learning activities your own
Create an appropriate learning Create an appropriate learning 
environmentenvironment
Have support material availableHave support material available
Computer accessComputer access
Use an anonymous Question BoxUse an anonymous Question Box



STAR StandardsSTAR Standards-- 
99thth--1010thth GradeGrade

College Summit Launch Pad CurriculumCollege Summit Launch Pad Curriculum
Semester reflectionSemester reflection
Career InventoryCareer Inventory
2 College visits per year2 College visits per year
2 Student2 Student--led Conferences per yearled Conferences per year
STAR EvaluationSTAR Evaluation
Student Resumes Student Resumes 
GoalGoal--setting activitiessetting activities



STAR StandardsSTAR Standards-- 1111thth 

GradeGrade
Complete one college/tech applicationComplete one college/tech application
Reflection of achievements/challengesReflection of achievements/challenges
Refine list of postRefine list of post--secondary schoolssecondary schools
Visit at least one college/tech school per semesterVisit at least one college/tech school per semester
STAR activitiesSTAR activities
Complete one outside standardized testComplete one outside standardized test
2 Student2 Student--led conferencesled conferences
Goal setting activitiesGoal setting activities
Student ResumeStudent Resume



STAR StandardsSTAR Standards-- 1212thth 

GradeGrade
College Summit College Summit 
Reflections of achievements and goalsReflections of achievements and goals
Complete and submit at least one Complete and submit at least one 
applications to college/tech/militaryapplications to college/tech/military
Apply for scholarships & FAFSAApply for scholarships & FAFSA
STAR activitiesSTAR activities
2 Student2 Student--led conferencesled conferences
EXIT Interviews with Students & FamiliesEXIT Interviews with Students & Families



Sr. STAR Weekly Sr. STAR Weekly 
ScheduleSchedule
MondaysMondays-- NO STARNO STAR-- Early Release for Early Release for 

professional developmentprofessional development
TuesdaysTuesdays-- College Summit CurriculumCollege Summit Curriculum
WednesdaysWednesdays--Grade/Attendance CheckGrade/Attendance Check
ThursdaysThursdays--College Summit CurriculumCollege Summit Curriculum
FridayFriday--Fun, Food Fridays! Senior Fun, Food Fridays! Senior 

activities, announcements, etc.activities, announcements, etc.



College SummitCollege Summit 
@ DCHS@ DCHS

Benchmark Dates on CalendarBenchmark Dates on Calendar
Computers available to all students: Computers available to all students: 
Sister Sister STARsSTARs
Peer Leaders meet once a month with Peer Leaders meet once a month with 
RegionalsRegionals for a working lunchfor a working lunch
RegionalsRegionals meet with CS teachers once meet with CS teachers once 
a montha month
Two Two CSCsCSCs



Making STAR Making STAR 
your OWNyour OWN

EDGE EDGE 
–– College Summit/Launch PadCollege Summit/Launch Pad
–– Student Peer LeadersStudent Peer Leaders
–– ResumesResumes
–– Community ServiceCommunity Service
–– Class/Community projectsClass/Community projects
–– Senior ExitsSenior Exits
–– Job Shadowing/InternshipsJob Shadowing/Internships
–– College Field TripsCollege Field Trips
–– Star WarsStar Wars



Contact InformationContact Information

Kelly McWilliamsKelly McWilliams, , EDGE Director; CSCEDGE Director; CSC
–– kmcwilliams@msddecatur.k12.in.uskmcwilliams@msddecatur.k12.in.us

Sarah WilsonSarah Wilson, , EDGE teacher & EDGE teacher & 
CSC/CSACSC/CSA
–– swilson@msddecatur.k12.in.usswilson@msddecatur.k12.in.us

mailto:kmcwilliams@msddecatur.k12.in.us
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